
The Mitchel J. Winger Courage Award 
Both Boys and Girls Golf Seasons 

 
 The great sports writer, Grantland Rice, wrote years ago: “When the One Great Scorer 
comes to write against your name, He marks not whether you won or lost, but how you 
played the game!” 
 Mitch Winger personifies this ultimate sentiment.  As a young golfer, encouraged by 
his parents at the early age of 10, Mitch, despite his physical challenges, learned how to 
adapt his game in holding and swinging the club.   
 By his Junior year at Whitko H.S., he had mastered the game well enough to try out 
for the golf team, and not only made the squad, but played well enough to earn a Varsity 
letter under coach Dick Roe in his junior year.   
 During his senior year, 1977, under coach Tom Wood, he again conquered his 
personal challenges and the ones on the course. He repeated as a letter winner with the 
team posting a winning season for team matches.  His scores then, and now, are in the low 
to mid-forties for nine holes. 
 In addition to his accomplishments in golf, Mitch was also a member of the National 
Honor Society, an avid member of the school Chess Club, and was the Manager for 
Whitko’s basketball team. 
 Mitch commented that he was a “gym rat” in the winter and a “golf rat” in the 
summer, adding that “frequently his golf teammates would carry some of his clubs as he 
quite literally crawled around the course.” 
 How he even played this sport is both a wonder and wonderful!  Those who have 
earned this Award carry on the notion that in the end, what matter most “is how you 
played the game.” 
 

Mitchel J. Winger Courage Award 
 
This award is give to a varsity player (boys and girls) who contributes to the success of their 
team despite of physical impairments and/or medical conditions. The focus of this award is 
on the player’s accomplishments not on the specific “handicaps”. There is no form required. 
A golfer can only receive this award one once during their career.  Send a description of the 
player and the difficulties he/she has overcome along with his/her contributions to the 
team to Committee chairperson. 
 
 


